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Professional Experience

Microbiologist with extensive expertise in diagnostics and research in infectious disease.
Ph.D. from Sankara Nethralaya with thesis on the molecular diagnosis of infectious endophthalmitis, a
devastating eye infection.
Postdoctoral fellow at Harvard Medical School, and junior faculty at Ohio State University with several
research studies on analyzing host-pathogen interactions in various infectious diseases including
Gram-negative sepsis, HIV and HCV infections.

Current Academic and Administrative responsibilities

 Programme co-ordinator, Vidyasagar Institute of Biomedical Sciences ( July 2020 – present)
 Infection control officer, Hospital Infection Control committee, MRF, Sankara Nethralaya (July 2020-present)
 Member, Hospital safety committee, MRF, Sankara Nethralaya (March 2021- present)
 Member, Pharmaco Therapeutic Committee, MRF, Sankara Nethralaya (September 2018-present)
 Board of studies member, The Sankara Nethralaya Academy Medical Laboratory Technology programme
BSc and MSc (2020- present)

 University External and Internal examiner – BSc MLT, BSc.Microbiology, MScMLT -The Tamil Nadu Dr.
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MGR Medical University practical examination. (2019- present)
 Judge- Swarnalatha Punshi award for research in basic sciences, Sankara Nethralaya (2020,2021,2022)

Current Teaching responsibilities

BSc MLT- IIIyr - Advanced immunology, virology and Mycology
MSc MLT – Iyr – General Bacteriology, Immunology and Parasitology
MSc MLT – IIyr- Bacteriology, Virology and Mycology
M.Optometry – Immunology and Microbiology (under SASTRA Deeemed University)
Ophthalmology post-graduates – Basics of Ocular Microbiology, Hospital Infection control orientation ,
Ocular Microbiology FAQs;

Education

2001 Ph.D. in Microbiology, Sankara Nethralaya, The Tamil Nadu Dr. MGR Medical
University, Chennai, India (Thesis Title: Evaluation of molecular techniques in the
diagnosis of infectious endophthalmitis)

1994 M.Sc. (Medical Microbiology), Kasturba Medical College, Mangalore University, India
1991 B.Sc. (Microbiology), St. Josephs College of Arts & Science, Bangalore University,

Bangalore, India

Postdoctoral Training

2001-2002 Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Jules Stein Eye Institute, University of California at Los
Angeles (UCLA), CA, USA

2002-2007 Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Harvard Medical School (Beth Israel Deaconess Medical
Center), Boston, MA, USA

Academic Appointments

2007-2010 Instructor (faculty position), Department of Pathology, College of Medicine, Ohio State
University Wexner Medical Center, Columbus, OH, USA

2010-2013 Assistant Professor (Research Track), Department of Pathology, College of Medicine,
Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center, Columbus, OH, USA

2013- 2015 Senior Assistant Professor, School of Chemical and Biotechnology, SASTRA University,
Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu

2015-2018 Scientist D & DBT-Ramalingaswami fellow, National Institute for Research in Tuberculosis
(NIRT), Chennai

2018- 2020 Senior Associate Professor, L & T Microbiology Research Centre, Vision Research
Foundation, Sankara Nethralaya, Chennai

2020-present Senior Associate Professor and Microbiologist, Department of Microbiology, Medical
Research Foundation, Sankara Nethralaya, Chennai

Professional Memberships

1999- present Indian Association of Medical Microbiologists (Life member)
2007-2011 American Society of Virology
2022-2023 American Society for Microbiology
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Other Professional Activities

Editorial Boards: Frontiers in Cellular and Infection Microbiology (Review editor) (2022-present);

Indian Journal of Ophthalmology (Aug 2023 – present)

Referee for journals Blood (2004-2012), International Immunology (2010-2012), Immunology and Cell
Biology (2012), Inflammation (2011-present), diabetology and metabolic syndrome (2016), Ocular
Immunology and Inflammation (2022- ), Frontiers in Cellular and Infection Microbiology (2022- ) , BMC
Ophthalmology (2022- ), American Journal of Tropical Hygiene and Medicine (2022), International
Journal of Infectious Diseases (2022), Indian Journal of Medical Microbiology (2022-present), Indian
Journal of Ophthalmology (2022-present)

Honors

 DBT-Ramalingaswami re-entry fellowship from the Dept. of Biotechnology, Government of India
(2014)

 Swarnalata Punshi Award (awarded to the best Research Fellow of the year), Medical Research
Foundation, Sankara Nethralaya, Chennai, India (2001)

 Best Poster Award XXV National Congress of Indian Association of Medical Microbiologists
(IAMM), Chandigarh, India (1999)

 CCLRU Travel Fellowships, Indian Eye Research Group Meeting- Years-1997, 1999 and 2000
 Junior/Senior Research Fellowship, University Grants Commission, India (1995-2000) by qualifying

the National Eligibility Test (NET) for JRF/ Lectureship
 Best patient safety initiative: Hospital safety week : 2021-2022
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